373. SPEECH AT PRETORIA
July 16, 1914
Mr. Gandhi, in replying, said that he was very pleased that Mr, Stent had
consented to preside. Nothing could have been more fitting, on account of the
way in which Mr. Stent had advocated their cause. When the speaker fint
came to Pretoria he found comments in the Pretoria News advocating their cause.
He inquired, and was told that Mr. Stent was a negrophilist and toot up
many an unpopular cause at great personal risk to himself. Mr. Stent had con-
sistently advocated their cause, and the speaker felt personally grateful to
him. He reciprocated Mr. Ghamney's sentiments. He had certainly stood up
against Mr. Chamney and the management of his office, but there had been no
personal ill will on the speaker's part, and he always received the utmost
courtesy at Mr. Chamney's hands. He appreciated the compliment
Mr* Chamney paid him by coming out to arrest him with one man only to
assist, while the speaker was at the head of 2,000 men and women. It showed
the confidence Mr. Chamney had in him as a passive resister. He thanked
them for the purse, the contents of which, in common with those of any
others received, would not be used for himself, but first for the furtherance of
the interests of the Indians in South Africa, and secondly for any work he
might have to do in India which had commended itself to them in the course
of the conversations they had had. He spoke feelingly of the many European
friends he was leaving behind, and said that on their memorable march he had
had much sympathy and encouragement from Europeans; it was for this
reason that that march had made him love South Africa more than ever before.
It was during that period he had realised that, although South Africa was a
land largely ruled by materialism, there was no need to despair. He felt that
the settlement they had received was a kind of Magna Charta. It was not a
final settlement in the sense that they had no wrongs left. They had to exercise
patience and cultivate European opinion in order to get those wrongs re-
dressed. They had to maintain the sympathy, which men like Mr, Stent might
think fit to extend to them. He spoke of the tremendous force of passive resis-
tance, which he hoped they would not need to use again, and said Indians
could not separate politics from religion; with them the two things were as
* Gandhiji arrived at Pretoria by road at 8 a*m. An address was pre«
seated to him in the Indian Location. Chamney, Vere Stent, Hajee Habib and
several others paid tributes to Gandhiji.

